
November 4, 2022 

 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioner Redland was 
absent.  Pat Pfund of the Norman County Index was in attendance.   
 
Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted she had distributed 
an updated agenda with the additions printed in red, consisting of a storage shed quote and update on custodial 
applications under Dave Stene, CFO.  Additions to the R&B agenda consisted of 1) Final Contract Voucher, 2) Resolution for 
Acceptance and Final Payment SAP 054-651-007, 3) Letter to Army Corp of Engineers, 4) Update on formation of West 
Central Regional Water District, 5) Update on CSAH 10 grading project, 6) CR 147 Box culvert project, 7) Hwy Bldg update, 8) 
NACO webinar on broadband.  Also, the addition of Rental Property lease language proposal under the County Attorney 
and at 11:15 a.m. the addition of Don Merkens, Norman County Fair Board with a request for donation.   
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.   Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item of business brought forward by Chairman Gunderson was the Waukon Dairy Tour, scheduled for November 
17th at 2 p.m.  This will be a continuation of the regular meeting at the Dairy.   
 
The next item of miscellaneous business was to pay the bills that were submitted electronically.  Commissioner Hall made a 
motion to pay the bills as submitted:   
 
Revenue - $12,503.84   E-911 - $18,723.47  Road & Bridge - $122,607.27 
 
Building - $534.15   Public Health - $2,040.65  Solid Waste - $3,979.26   
              
TOTAL - $ 160,388.64 
 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:05 a.m. Scott Nordquist, Social Services, addressed the board with a request for vacation hour carryover beyond the 
amount allowed by the personnel policy due to the fact that he transferred from the Sheriff’s Department with a large 
number of hours, and is not allowed to use vacation hours until after his probationary period has ended in the Social 
Services Department.  Mr. Nordquist would like to carryover 128 hours of vacation earned while in the Sheriff’s Office.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to allow Scott Nordquist to carryover 128 hours of vacation earned while in the 
Sheriff’s Office but not allowed to use while in his probationary period.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
At 9:10 a.m. Jane Neubauer, Partnership 4 Health, presented the board with information on the NW MN Dental 
Collaboration Project, a project to address the lack of affordable dental care to low income residents within a nine-county 
area.  NW MN Dental Collaborative would like to request a one-time start up fund toward a new building project, possibly 
from unallocated ARPA and/or COVID Relief funds.  Commissioners thanked Ms. Neubauer for the information on this 
project and will take this into consideration, no decision at this time.   
 
At 9:15 a.m. Ben Fall, Chief Deputy, NCSO, addressed the board with a proposed resolution authorizing the acceptance of 
eight (8) automatic external defibrillators (AED’s).   After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 
adopt CR 11-04-2022-1 A Resolution Authorizing the Acceptance of a Donation of Eight (8) Automatic External 
Defibrillators (AED’s) from the University of Minnesota, Center for Resuscitation Medicine.  Commissioner Hall seconded 
the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the 
Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 



At 9:22 a.m. Chairman Gunderson brought forward old business noting that County EMS had sent a request earlier in the 
year for a $10 increase to the special assessment levied in the ambulance district in the northeast portion of the county 
served by County EMS.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the $10 increase for the 
ambulance assessment for County EMS from $80 to $90 effective for 2023.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
At 9:28 a.m. A/T Hanson brought forward a proposed resolution for change of individuals allowed banking access to the 
county’s financial accounts necessary due to the resignation of Melissa Netland.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to 
adopt CR 11-04-2022-2 A Resolution for Change of Individuals Allowed Banking Access for Norman County Financial 
Accounts.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted 
unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward a request to carryover vacation hours beyond the number allowed by policy due to the 
fact that with staffing changes, the elections, and scheduled meetings, etc., she would like to be allowed to carryover 342 
hours of vacation, based on 310 hours available at this time, and 32 hours she would accumulate in November & December.  
A/T Hanson, asked for confirmation from CFO Stene as to whether the 310 hours she had seen online included her October 
hours.  Commissioners asked Mr. Stene to clarify so they could know the number of hours involved.  Mr. Stene will check on 
this and get back to board before end of meeting.   
 
At 9:40 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board again with the security camera proposal discussed at the October 27th 
board meeting.   In attendance for this discussion were Ben Fall, Nancy Rhen, Jill Murray, Stacy Erickson, John Rosenberger, 
Garry Johanson, and Keith Berndt, representing their county departments.  CFO Stene relayed that following the financial 
information he had provided to Laura Pettit of USDA, the county would not be eligible for a communities facility grant as 
had earlier been proposed.  Garry Johanson noted that he had contacted the Otto Bremer Foundation and this would not 
fall within their scope of grants, and the NW Regional working with State Homeland Security noted they did not have any 
funding at this time.  After additional discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve moving ahead with the 
camera and security proposal through Heartland Business Systems for Verkada camera equipment with the funds taken 
from the 2022 budget as proposed by CFO Stene.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
CFO Stene then provided the board with a quote from Ada Building Center for a 14’ x 14’ x 9’ storage shed in the amount of 
$16,183.26.  Discussion ensued and board inquired whether CFO Stene had talked with the property owner to the west of 
the courthouse property to see if he was willing to sell his three-stall garage.  CFO Stene, noted that he had not at this time, 
and the board asked that he please talk with Mr. Anderson and report back to them.   
 
At 10:00 a.m.  Chairman Gunderson called for a short break.   
 
At 10:10 a.m.  Chairman Gunderson called the meeting back to order and Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the 
board with his agenda.  The first item brought forward was the final acceptance of SAP 054-651-007, CSAH 51 in Halstad.  
The project was completed in 2021 with exception of the final paperwork needed to be submitted by the contractor.  All of 
the administrative requirements have now been completed so the county can make final payment and close out the 
contract.  Engineer Berndt then brought forward the proposed resolution for acceptance and final payment of SAP-054-
651-007, noting Norman County contract number 2210 associated with SAP-054-651-007 has in all things been completed.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR-11-04-2022-3 A Resolution for Acceptance and Final Payment of SAP-
054-651-007.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted 
unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   
 
The next item brought forward was discussion on the Wild Rice River near the CSAH 2 bridge which in recent years has been 
steadily eroding the bank on an outside bend.  The issue will need to be addressed to avoid damage to the highway and 
bridge.  The site does not qualify for FEMA and the State of Minnesota disaster funding.  Engineer Berndt noted that the 
Army Corps of Engineers has a program authorized under section 14 of the 1946 Flood Control Act that provides funding to 
protect infrastructure threatened from riverbank erosion.  The process is long and projects have to compete.  Engineer 
Berndt noted that he had an initial discussion with the Corps representative in St. Paul and he provided the information 
regarding how to request a project.  Engineer Berndt provided a drafted letter to the Corp of Engineers that he would 
recommend the board authorize Chairman Gunderson to sign.  The process would begin with a feasibility study that would 



be conducted and funded 100% by the Corps.  Following the feasibility study, a decision will be made as to moving forward 
with the project.  If the Corps does not elect to move forward with construction, the county would be free to use the 
engineering work completed by the Corps to complete our own project.  If the project is approved for construction by the 
Corps, the county would enter into a project partnership with the Corps and would be responsible for funding 35% of the 
construction cost.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to authorize Chairman Gunderson to sign the letter to the US 
Army Corps of Engineers, St. Paul District, requesting a feasibility study regarding repairs to the Wild Rice riverbank near 
CSAH 2.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item of discussion brought forward by Engineer Berndt was the West Central Water Authority, noting that on 
August 2, 2022, the board approved an agreement with Flaherty & Hood to provide legal services related to the 
development of the West Central Regional Rural Water District.  Engineer Berndt noted he has a resolution to form the 
district which will be presented for approval at a future meeting.  He noted that he wanted to give the board an update on 
how the process will work, noting moving forward would involve the formation of a commission, and the commission would 
operate as an independent entity where the counties appoint commissioners that operate independently under the powers 
provided in M.S. 116A.  This will require a number of steps, with the first step being that each county involved adopting a 
resolution that forms the West Central Regional Water District (WCRWD) per M.S. 116A.02, subd.4, and authorizing 
initiation of proceedings for establishment of a public water system per M.S. 116A.02, subd 2.  Engineer Berndt also 
outlined additional steps following the initial resolution adopted by all involved counties.   
 
Engineer Berndt then updated the board on the CSAH 10 grading project, noting that it was done for this year, and paving 
would be pursued in 2023.  He also updated the board on the Highway Building project, noting that everything was done 
until the precast concrete wall panels were received, scheduled to arrive in February.  Engineer Berndt also noted the CH 
147 bridge replacement was complete, with the box culverts going in, and the project being completed and turned out 
really nice. 
 
Engineer Berndt then shared information from a NACO webinar he had attended with regard to broadband services in the 
county.  Discussion ensued as to the status of broadband availability in Norman County, and the need for additional service 
to actually connect rural residences to the fiberoptic cable in the road right of way.   
 
At 10:28 a.m.  Chairman Gunderson, noting that CFO Stene, had returned to the meeting, asked for the number of hours of 
vacation carryover, A/T Hanson would have.  CFO Stene confirmed that the number of hours would be 342, if A/T Hanson 
was not able to take any of the hours she had planned.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to allow A/T Hanson to carry 
over a maximum of 342 hours of vacation for 2022.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 10:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board to recap information for permits issued in 2022, noting 7 new 
homes included in the 32 building permits issued.  Mr. Johanson noted that he has been with the county for 10 years now 
and in that time there have been 421 building permits issued, with 66 being for new homes.  He also noted that in 2022, 21 
septic system permits have been issued along with 1 Conditional Use permit.  There were no variances issued in 2022.   
 
The next item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was the solid waste grant.  He noted that Stantec has already been out to the 
demolition landfill site to begin work on the feasibility study.   
 
Mr. Johanson also noted that following some meetings, and after the election, he is hoping to get the legislature to move 
forward on the previous Emergency Management funding bill increase to $3 million.   
 
Mr. Johanson also reminded the board of the November 10th meeting at the Twin Valley Community Center with HSEM 
Director Joe Kelly, which would include supper beginning at 6 p.m. and training beginning about 6:30 p.m.   
 
At 10:45 a.m. Jason Hastings, County Attorney, entered the board meeting and addressed the board with proposed lease 
language change to the Wimmer Cabin lease, with regard to tenant structural modifications.  After some discussion, the 
board noted that the request should be in writing from the tenant along with the proposed modifications requested, as well 
as that the tenant would be solely responsible for the modification, having it installed and removed when no longer needed 
or the lease expires.  A deposit was discussed for making these changes to the building, and it was decided that the deposit 
should be reflective of the modification being requested and the modification approval.   



 
At 10:55 a.m. Don Merkens, President of the NC Fair Board, and Amy Germolus, addressed the board with a concrete 
project at the coliseum.  This would remove the concrete on the east side of the coliseum and replace it with a wider, more 
handicap accessible sidewalk, and remove the step up into the coliseum.  They have received a $20,000 to $25,000 quote 
for replacement of the concrete and would hope the weather would allow for this to happen yet this fall, but also realize 
they are pushing the envelope.  The availability of concrete is another matter.  The Fair Board would like to request $5,000 
to $10,000 as a one-time donation to help with the replacement of the sidewalk thereby making the fairgrounds more 
handicap accessible for future years.   The consensus of the board was to add this to consideration at the time of making 
appropriations.   
 
At 11:05 a.m. seeing there was no further business before the board, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting.   
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________  _________________________________________ 
Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer  


